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ames Shelby Downard’s study of Masonic symbolism in the Kennedy

assassination is part of a larger theory he and the veteran conspiracy

researcher William N. Grimstad have worked out within their
American Grand Guignol.

It reaches back to the anonymous manifestos of the psycho-sexual
Rosicrucians and out to the farthest boundaries of America mystica. It is
not for nothing that the collective High Noon of the Western psyche, the
first atomic bomb blast, was detonated within the full panoply of geoman-
tic siting and sorcery at the Trinity Site, at the head of the old Mexican
trail known as the Jornada del muerto or “Journey of death.”

According to Downard and Grimstad, the first of three ultimate goals of
the alchemists of lore was achieved at the Trinity site, in the nuclear
detonation: “the creation and destruction of primordial matter.” They see
the American West and particularly the Southwest as a veritable alchemi-
cal crucible of death. Grimstad worked these ideas out in his seminal audio
cassette series, Sirius Rising. He believes that the cryptocracy long ago
noted the special features of the genius loci of the Southwest and like the
writers Frank Norris and D.H. Lawrence, detected in its gigantic propor-
tions, and its vast, bone-bleaching terrain, a kind of cosmic graveyard.

Norris wrote the darkest reply to White Manifest Destiny on this con-
tinent in his novel McTeague, which concludes with the ruddy WASP
protagonist handcuffed to a dead man at ground zero in Death Valley.
Lawrence was just as gloomy, asserting in The Plumed Serpent that
America was “the great no,” the total negation of the positive life forces
exhibited on every other continent. Lawrence and Norris were not simply
making cultural commentaries or jibing at political trends they didn’t like.
Their attack was specifically on the American spirit-of-place. In a pivotal
closing scene in McTeague, Norris depicts the bumbling, well-intentioned
honky eating his Last Supper next to a portrait of the local Masonic
brotherhood.
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Of course the traditional mystery schools of East and West have always
taught that the planet, like human beings, has a subtle body and special
sacred points where Terra Mater’s chakras pour forth their unique at-
tributes. Little attention, however, has been given to the summoning of
these forces through precise sitings and geomantic ritual in the service of
goals of mental and political control.

If ceremonies like the old Roman Catholic High Mass, the pageants of
the European kings, the Incas and the Aztecs and even the Black Mass
“imprint” percipients, when occurring in specially sited gothic cathedrals
or blood-smoking pyramids, how much exponentially more potent are
gigantic rituals played out upon the enormous body of the Earth Herself,
linked by electronic means to a whole world and swathed in onomatology
keyed into the sub-cellars of our Cthonic subconscious?

The camera in Francis Ford Coppola’s Apocalypse Now sweeps tantaliz-
ingly over a copy of Sir James Frazer’s Golden Bough, a treatise which in
part describes the primitive blood rites of the eternal pagan psychodrama’s
Killing of the King ceremony. Colonel Kurtz had reached that level of
mythic force. JFK and his erotic wife epitomized that character on a far
grander scale. Teetering on the brink of a duel with the Soviets with a
nuclear-tipped Camelot sword, laying the groundwork for the third and
final alchemical accomplishment in the moon flights, fornicating, doping,
and assassinating in the tradition of the mighty king, JFK shimmered as no
president before or since. Mr. Downard would suggest that the Masons
gave Mr. Kennedy his immortality. He may not have left a beautiful
corpse, but then neither did that other king, Mr. Elvis.

In the first two alchemical workings, the A-bomb world-shatter and the
assassination of JFK, the script was played out on coordinates of 33.
Thirty-three degrees of north parallel latitude that is, give or take a few
miles. Yes, Jack too bought the bullet at the Triple Underpass, near the
Trinity river and like the bomb, he went off near the 33rd degree line.

But the final ical-M: ic feat (in conjunction with the “Making
Manifest of All That Is Hidden™), the bringing of prima materia (the moon
rocks) to prima terra, a top priority of the Kennedy Camelot, was fated to
take place on the 28th degree line. Twenty-eight is sacred to Saturn and it
was the Saturn Five rocket that boosted the Masonic moon men
(Astronauts Armstrong and Aldrin were both top Masons with Aldrin
bringing with him the two-headed eagle flag of the Knights Templar on the
voyage and serving himself a special “communion” while on the lunar sur-
face). They were carried to and from the moon to their orbiting spacecraft,
by the Columbia landing module. Columbia, in Masonic twilight language,
means “Phoenix.” Mr. Grimstad pointed out in Sirius Rising that the image
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of the new Masonic Phoenix born out of the fiery flight of the Columbia as
it was jettisoned directly into the surface of the sun after accomplishing its
moon visitation, would tax all the great poets of the past who marveled at
those queer Rosicrucian allegories about the marriage of the sun and
moon.

The groundwork for the moon flights was laid by Dr. John Whiteside
Parsons, a brilliant rocket fuel researcher at the California Institute of
Technology who had a lunar crater named in his honor. He also happened
to be one of Aleister Crowley’s more fanatical and literal followers.
Crowley’s Ordo Templi Orientis (0.T.0.) was devoted to the theory and
practice of magica sexualis and what more mind-blowing fuck can anyone
imagine than the one the Masonic astronauts accomplished between the
sun and moon?

The O.T.O. esmblmhed a temple on Palomar mountain, decades before

dly ists” chose it as the sight for the world’s
Blg Eye on lhe universe. The O.T.O. believed that Palomar was the sexual
chakra of the earth and Parsons apparently commuted between Palomar
and his sex magick temples in Pasadena. In 1952 Parsons was blown up in
what is officially described as an accident with rocket fuel but which
others have said was a homunculus experiment that went bananas. A
similar experiment centering on the animation of a homunculus (a tiny
manikin much written about in medieval alchemy), was supposed to have
taken place using the radiation produced during the first atomic bomb
blast.

Charles Manson’s “Family” executed Sharon Tate and friends only a
few days after the Flight to the Moon and Mr. Grimstad has speculated that
these were ritual killings intended as a kind of redressment for the defile-
ment of the moon. The Zuni Indians, among others, viewed the moon
flights with horror, and predicted that as a result of them this traditional
guardian-deity of female fertility would bring plagues of sterility to the
earth, or at least to Whites.

The notion that politicians, generals and scientists are as steeped in su-
perstition as a Zuni Indian or a Charles Manson is no doubt tough to take
for some. And therein may lie the power of this modern lunar mystery
play, laid out in many of its details near Shakespeare, New Mexico, just as
much planning for the Kennedy hit was done in the Storyville section of
New Orleans.

A key city in all three scenarios was Truth or Consequences, New
Mexico, and in the brilliant word-play of the Masonic Dr. Syntax, we
come to the current unfoldment in “Must Be,” an alchemic term Mr.
Downard translates as “the Revelation of the Method.” This alludes to the
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process wherein deeds and hair-raising iracies involving
wars, revolutions, decapitations and every manner of horror-show are first
buried beneath a cloak of secrecy and Harpocrates’ hushed-finger, and
then, when finally accomplished and secured, slowly revealed to the un-
suspecting populace who watch in deep-frozen apathy as the hidden his-
tory is unveiled.

There are those who rise from time to time in an attempt to combat the
scriptwriters and write scripts of their own. Christopher Marlowe was per-
haps the most illustrious and Doctor Faustus the best example of counter-
propaganda. Having lived, however, in the phase of alchemical secret-
keeping, he died stabbed in the eye, having seen too much.

Perhaps we should let the alchemical script play itself out. It is in-
evitable. We might even help it along. Hurry it. When the final radioactive
curtain drops at the Temple Mount in Jerusalem, it will destroy the old or-
der, part of the world and most of the alchemists involved. Only having
reached this “low bottom twelve” can we then begin anything genuinely
revolutionary and new. I suggest that any force applied against the Script
at this point simply powers it ever more. Face it: it has sewn up the
zeitgeist. Maybe it is the zeitgeist, or maybe it’s just more testimony to
what Artaud called “the evil that underlies everything.”

In the circulation of the Downard manuscripts (and he has written in
detail, along with Mr. Grimstad, on almost every facet of this briefly out-
lined cosmic drollery), the revelation of the method is accomplished. Truth
or consequences. Mr. Downard himself is acutely aware that in exposing
the conspirators he is probably serving the final dictum—the “Making
Manifest of All That Is Hidden” leading to Apocalypse.

James Shelby Downard lives as a recluse in one of the more God-1 for
saken precincts of the storied h he has so i bl
It is fitting that the cartographer of its underground currents resides there
still, awaiting—like the rest of us—the cataclysmic fulfillment of all that
the West has promised and signified. The precursor of this coming
cataclysm jerked its head in Dallas on November 22, 1963. Ushering in a
generation of throwaway Garbage Pail Kids for whom the image of the
exploding head has become an all-pervasive yantra, the made-for-TV ver-
sion of the sorcerous and eternal King-Kill/33 rite is a riddle several mag-
nitudes above the pedestrian political solutions offered by mechanistic
conspiracy researchers.
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KING-KILL/33°

Masonic Symbolism in the
Assassination of John F. Kennedy

James Shelby Downard
with Michael A. Hoffman IT

tion is well known to certain news agencies who have chosen to

suppress it, just as the motivation for the assassination has been
plunged into cryonic secrecy. Masonic betrayal of the “common man” in-
volves archetypes of fertility and death symbolism seemingly motivated to
bring about syncretism in opposing principles in order to green Israel,
rebuild the Temple of Solomon and establish a One World government. It
is by way of Masonic sorcery that the union of opposing principles is sup-
posed to be brought about. The criminals who stage-managed Dallas in the
killing of Kennedy have controlled the American people’s will in exchange
for a sleep without nightmares. I publish this in the wake of the situation
Charles Seymour alluded to: “The moralist unquestionably secures wide
support; but he also wearies his audience.” Most Americans are beyond
being tired; the revelations have benumbed them.

The information I present in these pages on the Kennedy assassina-

Most Freemasons apparently have no idea of the evil that is part of
Masonry, and if they do know about it they don’t believe it. The same
holds true for most members of the “Clandestine Lodges” and Masonic-
oriented fraternal organizations as well as Androgynous Masonic
Societies.

It is certain that onomatology, or the science of names, forms a
very i ing part of the i igations of the higher Masonry....
(Encyclopedia of Freemasonry)
When the ancients saw a scapegoat, they could at least recognize
him for what he was: a pharmakos, a human sacrifice. When modern
man sees one, he does not, or refuses to, recognize him for what he
is; instead he looks for “scientific” explanations—to explain away
the obvious.

Thomas Szasz, (Ceremonial Chemistry)

The “science of names” word wizardry forms only one segment of the
science of symbolism used by Masons. The JFK assassination encounters
this science in a decisive way and contains a veritable nightmare of sym-
bol-complexes having to do with violence, perversion, conspiracy, death
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and degradation. These elements are important not only as cause-and-ef-
fect in the murder of a president but in the ensuing reaction of the people
of America and the world.

The fertility and death symbolism in the “Killing of the King” rite
which is part of Greening Ritualism that has to do with JFK, has been sup-
pressed because examination of it must necessarily link it to “Freemason-
ry” and its mysticism, as well as to the political influence it exerts. Ob-
viously this would do some damage to public confidence in:

a. Masonic progressivism. i.e. liberty, equality, fraternity.

b. Those who have shielded the conspirators.

c. The entire mental concept that passes for knowledge about the
genuine nature of the government of the United States.

Mystical Toponomy

Mystical toponomy incorporates word wizardry (onomatology) and the
Masonic science of symbolism. In considering my data it would be helpful
to consider a dictum of Einsteinian physics: “Time relations among events
are assumed to be first constituted by the specific physical relations obtain-
ing between them.”

My study of place names imbued with sorcerous significance neces-
sarily includes lines of latitude and longitude and the divisions of degrees
in geography and cartography (minutes and seconds). Let us take as an ex-
ample the “Mason Road” in Texas that connects to the “Mason No El Bar”
and the Texas-New Mexico (“The Land of Enchantment”) border. This
connecting line is on the 32nd degree. The 32nd degree is the penultimate
Masonic degree awarded. When this 32nd degree of latitude is traced west
into the “Land of Enchantment” it becomes situated midway between
Deming and Columbus, New Mexico. Slightly to the north of the town of
Columbus are the Tres Hermanas (three sisters) mountains. It is ap-
proximately 32 miles between Deming and Columbus. The Three Sisters
mountains are a minute and some seconds south of the 32nd degree line.
When this line is traced further west it passes the ghost town of
Shakespeare at a distance south of the town which is roughly equivalent to
the dlstance which the 32nd degree lme passes north of the Three Sisters

The names peare” and “Three Sisters” find a connec-
tion in the tragedy Macbeth which comprises such a large part of JFK as-
sassination imagery.

When this 32nd degree line is traced a little distance farther west, into
Arizona, it crosses an old trail which meandered north of what is now
another ghost town but which at one time was called the town of “Ruby.”
Part of the old winding trail became known as the “Ruby Road.” The town
of Ruby acquired its name officially on April 11, 1912, and was notorious
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for many brutal murders which had ritual aspects. Four of these homicides
occurred in a store attached to the post office which had been erected over
the grave of a Catholic priest.

Continuing on with mystical toponomy one encounters the fact that the
Ruby road twists north into the area of two mountain peaks that are known
as the Kennedy and Johnson mountains.

Johnson Mountain is supposedly named after the general manager of the
Peabody Mining Company who also had a town named after him which
was the location of the Keystone and Peabody copper mines. The 32nd de-
gree of latitude is but a few seconds from Johnson. In this frontier town on
a December evening, 1883, a Colonel Mike Smith and a man named
Mason were ambushed by gunfighters described as being of questionable
reputation and questionable character. These terms are employed in
Masonic writings:

He [Captain William Morgan, victim of an early nineteenth-cen-
tury torture-murder by Masons] was a man of questionable character
and dissolute habits, and his enmity to Masonry is said to have
originated in his refusal of the Masons of Leroy ...

(Encyclopedia of Freemasonry)
A “keystone” is the designation for the stone at the apex of an arch,
which, when set in place, “keys” or locks the whole. A symbolic keystone
is vital to the legend of the Masonic Royal Arch Degree of York. The
earliest known record of such a degree is in the annals of the city of
Fredericksburg, Virginia, on December 22, 1753. Fredericksburg is also
the location of the “House of the Rising Sun,” a Masonic meeting place for
such notables as founding fathers George Washington and Benjamin
Franklin (of Hell-Fire Club fame) and George Mason.

The Killing of the King

Never allow anyone the luxury of assuming that because the dead and
deadening scenery of the Americty city-of-dreadful-night is so utterly
devoid of mystery, so thoroughly flat-footed, sterile and infantile, so bur-
dened with the illusory gloss of “baseball-hot dogs-apple pie-and-Chev-
rolet” that it is somehow outside the psycho-sexual domain. The eternal
pagan psychodrama is escalated under these “modern” conditions
precisely because sorcery is not what twentieth-century man can accept as
real. Thus the “Killing of the King” rite of November, 1963 is alternately
diagnosed as a conflict between “anti-Castro reactionaries and the forces
of liberalism,” big business and the big bankers, this-or-that wing of the in-
telligence community, and so on. Needless to say, each of these groups has
a place in the symbolism having to do with the Kennedy assassination.
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But the ultimate purpose of that assassination was not political or
economic but sorcerous: for the control of the dreaming mind and the mar-
shalling of its forces is the omnipotent force in this entire scenario of lies,
cruelty and degradation. Something died in the American people on
November 22, 1963—call it idealism, innocence or the quest for moral ex-
cellence. It is the transformation of human beings which is the authentic
reason and motive for the Kennedy murder and until so-called conspiracy
theorists can accept this very real element they will be reduced to so many
eccentrics amusing a tiny remnant of dilletantes and hobbyists.

President Kennedy and his wife left the Temple Houston and were met
at midnight by tireless crowds present to cheer the virile “Sun God™ and
his dazzlingly exotic wife, the “Queen of Love and Beauty,” in Fort Worth.
On the morning of November 22, they flew to Gate 28 at Love Field, Dal-
las, Texas. The number 28 is one of the correspondences of Solomon in
kabbalistic numerology; the Solomonic name assigned to 28 is “Beale.”
On the 28th degree of latitude in the state of Texas is the site of what was
once the giant “Kennedy ranch.” On the 28th degree is also Cape
Canaveral from which the moon flight was launched—made possible not
only by the President’s various feats but by his death as well, for the plac-
ing of the Freemasons on the moon could occur only after the Killing of
the King. The 28th degree of Templarism is the “King of the Sun” degree.
The President and First Lady arrived in Air Force One, code-named “An-
gel.”

The motorcade proceeded from Love Field to Dealey Plaza. Dealey
Plaza is the site of the Masonic temple in Dallas (now razed) and there is a
marker attesting to this fact in the plaza. Important “protective” strategy
for Dealey Plaza was planned by the New Orleans CIA station whose
headquarters were a Masonic temple building. Dallas, Texas is located ten
miles south of the 33rd degree of latitude. The 33rd degree is the highest in
Freemasonry and the founding lodge of the Scottish Rite in America was
created in Charleston, South Carolina, exactly on the 33rd degree line.
Dealey Plaza is close to the Trinity River. At 12:22 p.m. the motorcade
proceeded down Main Street toward the Triple Underpass, traveling first
down (“Bloody™) Elm St. The latter was the scene of numerous gun fights,
stabbings and other violence, and it is the location of the Majestic Theatre,
the pawn shop/negro district, and industrial district. It was also the home
of the Blue Front Tavern, a Masonic hangout in the grand tradition of
“tavern-Masonry™: Sam Adams and the Masons of the American Revolu-
tion did much of their conspiring at the Green Dragon Tavern in Boston.
One of the many bars claiming the honor of being the first Masonic lodge
is the Bunch of Grapes Tavern, also in Boston.

The Blue Front was the site of the “broken-man” ritual in which various
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members of the “Brotherhood of the Broom™ swept the floor and tended
some fierce javelino pigs. The Blue Front was once a fire-house and was
still sporting its fire-pole in the late twenties. This is extremely germane
symbolism. The national offices of the Texaco Oil Corporation are located
on Elm St., Dallas. Its chief products are “Haviland (javalino) Oil” and
“Fire Chief” gasoline.

On the comer of Bloody Elm and Houston is the “Sexton Building.”
“Sexton” is heavily laden with graveyard connotations. It is closely as-
sociated to the beetles of the genus Necrophorus or Sexton Beetles, so-cal-
led because they bury the remains of tiny animals with their eggs.

Bloody Elm, Main, and Commerce form a trident pattern in alignment
with the triple underpass as any Dallas map will show. Many analysts con-
tend that at least three assassins were involved in the crossfire ambush of
Kennedy.

It is a prime tenet of Masonry that its assassins come in threes. Masonic
assassins are known in the code of the lodge as the “unworthy craftsmen.”
Because Masonry is ob: d with earth-as- board ( ion) and
the ancillary alignments necessary to facilitate the “game,” it is inor-
dinately concerned with railroads and railroad personnel to the extent that
outside of lawyers and circus performers, no other vocation has a higher
percentage of Masons than railroad workers.

Minutes after John Fitzgerald Kennedy was murdered, three “hoboes”™
(“unworthy craftsmen”) were arrested at the railyard behind Dealey Plaza.
No records of their identities have ever been revealed nor the “identity” of
the arresting officer. All that remains of those few minutes are a series of
photographs which have reached legendary proportions among persons
concerned with uncovering the real forces and persons behind the assas-
sination.

Dealey Plaza breaks down symbolically in this manner: “Dea” means
“goddess” in Latin and “Ley” can pertain to the law or rule in the Spanish,
or lines of preternatural geographic significance in the pre-Christian nature
religions of the English. For many years Dealey Plaza was underwater at
different seasons, having been flooded by the Trinity River until the intro-
duction of a flood-control system. To this trident-Neptune site came the
“Queen of Love and Beauty” and her spouse, the scapegoat in the Killing
of the King rite, the “Ceannaideach” (Gaelic word for Kennedy meaning
“ugly head” or “wounded head”).

The systematic arrangement and pattern of symbolic things having to do
with the killing of Kennedy indicates that he was a scapegoat in a sacrifice.
The purpose of such macabre ritualism is further recognizable in patterns
of symbolism culminating in the final “making manifest all that is hidden.”
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Oswald

“Oswald” means “divine strength.” The diminuitive form of the word is
“Os” or “Oz™: a Hebrew term denoting strength. The role which “Divine
Strength” played in the Dealey “Goddess Rule” Killing of the King ritual
should be given careful consideration. One should also note the signifi-
cance of (Jack) Ruby’s killing (destroying) of “Ozwald” in reference to the
“Ruby Slippers” of The Wizard of Oz which one may deride as a fairy tale
but which nevertheless symbolizes the immense power of “ruby light,”
otherwise known as the laser.

Oswald may have undergone biotelemetry implantation in the Soviet
Union while a “volunteer” at a Behavior Control Center at Minsk. Oswald
roomed with Cubans and was allegedy friendly with a Castro-man iden-
tified only as being “burly” and a “key man.” “Burly” can mean burlecue,
burlicue or burlesque. The “key,” of course, is one of the most important
symbols in Masonry and the symbol of silence.

If Oswald was the result of some Soviet Frankenstein process, why did
he have to travel several thousand miles for such treatment when it is a
routine operation in America? While such activities of the Mill-of-Dread
are pro forma at a variety of institutions at the present, there was once a
time when it was deemed necessary to do such work at Walter Reed
Hospital. These implants were back alley operations in which the victims
were overpowered in some place or other, drugged and then dragged to
this government hospital. They were operated on, continued on a heavy
drug regimen and varied from somnolent to comatose for a number of
days. The electrical function of the victim was recorded and monitored and
the biotelemetry plant tested. Subsequently the victims were
“brainwashed” and returned to the place where they had been seized. The
targets then continued their existence, unaware of how their bodies had
been invaded and their autonomy stolen.

Occasionally, victims were returned to Walter Reed because of abcesses
at the incision or for the replacement of the obsolete device with an up-
dated one. Biotelemetry implants were made in various parts of the body
depending on the desired effect and function.

Like the disgraceful treatment of the autopsy of President Kennedy,
Oswald’s is similarly weird. Oswald was literally butchered in the “post-
mortem examination.” Pieces were actually cut out of his body. The major
incision in his torso resembled a huge “Y™ which ran from the area of his
groin to the solar plexus region. From there incisions were made to the
right and left armpits. The so-called “two horns of the letter Y" supposedly
symbolize the paths of virtue and vice: the right branch leading to the for-
mer and the left to the latter. The letter is sometimes referred to as the
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All dressed up and to go: p d photos
of Lee Harvey Oswald after embalming and prior to burial




246 APOCALYPSE CULTURE

“Litera Pythagorae™ (The Letter of Pythagoras): “Litera Pythagorae, dis-
crimine secta bicorni, Humanae vitae speciem praeferre videtur” (The Let-
ter of Pythagoras parted by its two branched division appears to exhibit the
image of human life).

In the 47th Problem of Euclid lies a secret of the 3rd Degree of
Masonry. Pythagoras is called by Freemasons “our ancient friend and
brother.” One of Pythagoras’ main doctrines was the system of
“Metempsychosis” which pertains to the passing of a human soul into the
body of an animal. Perhaps this was the intention of the autopsy—by incis-
ing in Oswald’s body the “Letter of Pythagoras” they sought to expedite
transmigration, and they may even have gone as far as feeding sections of
Oswald’s corpse to the intended animal, for this too is a practice of what
used to be widely feared as necromancy.

Arlington Necrology

The Kennedy and Oswald burials were both at “Arlington”: JFK at the
National Cemetery near Washington, D.C., and Oswald at Rosehill
Cemetery near Arlington, Texas. “Arlington” is a word of significance in
Masonic sorcery and mysticism and it has a hidden meaning which ties in
with necrolatry.

At the Kennedy gravesite there is a stone circle and in its middle a fire
that is called an “eternal flame.” The fire in the middle of the circle
represents a point in the circle, the same type of symbolism that is recog-
nizable in Kennedy’s bier and coffin being in the center of the rotunda in
the Capitol. A point in a circle symbolized the sun in ancient sun worship.
It was also a symbol of fecundity, with the point symbolizing a phallus and
the circle a vagina.

At the Oswald gravesite stands a small tree.

There exists an old belief that a tree which grows at or on a grave is em-
bodied with the spirit-force of the person buried at that site, and that a twig
or branch taken from such a tree has magical powers. I suggest that Lee
Harvey Oswald’s mother should gently remove a twig from the tree at her
son’s grave and then at every opportunity touch FBI agents, CIA
operatives, policemen, etc., with that same twig. Such a procedure couldn’t
help but be more efficacious in bringing the murderers of JFK to justice
than the Warren Commission was.

Funerary Rites

John F. (Honey Fitz) Fitzgerald, the grandfather of John F. Kennedy,
was elected mayor of Boston thanks in part to his “Wake House” cam-
paigns which were much imitated. These consisted of a daily surveillance
of the newspapers for announcements of deaths after which a discreet
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hizer” would be di by Fitzgerald and a good deal of
political mileage accumulated in the bargain.

For a time the Fitzgeralds lived near the former site of the Green Dragon
Tavern, established around 1680 and demolished for the widening of a
street in 1820. The Fitzgerald home was on Hanover Street and the Green
Dragon Tavern was on Green Dragon Lane (now Union Street). The tavern
boasted the “first lodge room of Freemasonry in America,” the St. Andrew
Lodge located within the tavern proper. In the mysticism of the Chinese
tongs, the Green Dragon is a death symbol. A symbol of the dragon is
worn on a ring or held in the hand of a “hatchet man.” The Green Dragon
is supposed to impart the notion of a “license to kill” for it signifies that
the murder is an affair of “honor”: the Green Dragon is the guardian of the
god-with-a-thousand-eyes who protects the sanctity of the third heaven.

Much of Boston’s Irish population arrived in America in what were
nicknamed the “coffin ships.” Members of the Kennedy family were ac-
quainted with the “Coffin” family. The Reverend William Sloane Coffin
was the son of the theologian Henry Sloane Coffin; the younger Coffin
was a member of the Peace Corps Advisory Council that Sargent Shriver
headed. “Shriver” or “Shrive” has the meaning of one who grants absolu-
tion to a penitent, and it was customary to call upon a shriver before death.
If the shriver was not available, a “sin eater” was summoned. The old
pious cry which was connected with the request for a shriving was “Shrive
me O Holy Land and Give Me Peace.” To this the shriver would respond
“Pax Vobiscum’:

..the spell lies in two words, Pax Vobiscum will answer all
queries. If you go or come, eat or drink, bless or ban, Pax Vobiscum
carries you through it all. It is as useful to a friar as a broomstick to a
witch or a wand to a conjurer. Speak it but thus, in a deep grave tone,
Pax Vobiscum! It is irresistible—watch and ward, Knight and squire,
foot and horse, it acts as a charm upon them all. I think, if they bring
me out to be hanged tomorrow, as is much to be doubted they may, I
will try its weights upon the finisher of the sentence.

(“Wamba, son of Witless™)

Sargent Shriver, a Catholic and Kennedy by marriage, as head of the
Peace Corps and in association with a Coffin, might be considered to be in
a sensitive position in relation to mystical onomatology.

In the ancient mysteries the aspirant could not claim a participa-
tion in the highest secrets until he had been placed in the Pastos, bed
or coffin. The placing of him in the coffin was called the symbolical
death of the mysteries, and his deliverance was termed a rising from
the dead; the “mind,” says an ancient writer quoted by Stobaeus, is






