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INTRODUCTION

The title Mr. Mead selected for ,these lectures—“The
Philosophy of the Present”—contains an instructive am-
biguity. The term “present” does not here refer directly
to the contemporary situation in philosophy, but rather to
the status of any object when it occurs and while it is occur-
ring. If anything that exists is in some genuine sense tem-
poral, as so many philosophers seem now to agree, then its
foothold in reality is to be found in that present within
which it not merely was or will be but effectively is, in the
full and categorical sense. In a temporalist philosophy the
tenses of the verb “to be” must be taken seriously, and
Mr. Mead’s theory is, above all things else, a philosophy
of nature in the present tense. It seeks to understand the
world as centered in a present, and to locate past and future,
meanings and possibilities, in their function with respect
to it. To see the past as past, for example, is to see it when
it is past, in relation to the present whose past it is. What
it, or anything else that claims existence, may be inde-
pendent of its temporal reference, it is not empirically pos-
sible, and if Mr. Mead is right, it is not necessary, to inquire.

Yet the philosophy of being present is also, in a perfectly
real sense, the philosophy of our contemporaries. ‘“Proc-
ess,” “development” and “emergence” are catchwords of
recent thought, and while the current is perhaps less strong
to-day than it was ten or even five years ago it still represents
a dominant theme among us. Mr. Mead’s account will
hardly take its place among the most popular manifesta-
tions of the “time spirit,” but it does provide an unusually
searching and independent analysis of its basic tendencies.
Here is a temporalist philosophy that accepts its intellectual
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the analysis have been retained. The difficulty of the ex-
position seemed to indicate the desirability of such repetition.
The titles for these essays have been supplied by the editor.
The fourth Essay is reprinted from the Proceegings of the
Sixth International Congress of Philosophy, and the fifth
from the International Journal of Ethics, April 1925. Each
presents an essential aspect of Mr. Mead’s theory not ade-
quately dealt with in the lectures themselves.

Those who have known Mr. Mead through his teaching
will feel keenly the incompleteness of this presentation of
his philosophy. He himself was reconstructing his theory
in the light of “emergent” material just as long as he was
able to do so. At the time of my last conversation with him,
in the week before his death, he was at work on Bergson’s
Duree et Simultanéité in its relation to his own account of
relativity in Chapter Three. The importance of the material
as it stands, however, both in the account it offers of the
development of social experience and of scientific hypotheses,
and in its suggestion of the more comprehensive theory
toward which he was working seems fully to justify its pub-
lication in the only form in which it can now be made avail-
able. ,

I am greatly indebted to my colleague Professor Blake
and to Miss Natalie Washburn for their generous help in
the preparation of the manuscript for publication. The
index is the work of Mr. F. K. Ballaine.

ArTHUR E. MURPHY.
Providence, R. 1.
April, 1932,





EPUB/image_0005_00.jpeg
THE PHILOSOPHY
OF THE PRESENT

| BY
GEORGE HERBERT MEAD

EDITED BY
ARTHUR E. MURPHY
Professor of Philosophy in Brown University

WITH PREFATORY REMARKS BY

JOHN DEWEY

Lectures upon the Paul Carus Foundation
THIRD SERIEX

THE OPEN COURT COMPANY

PUBLISHERS,
86, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2.

e T T ARt A . e Ve T

1932

D






EPUB/image_0004_00.jpeg
GEORGE_ HERBERT MEAD





EPUB/image_0007_00.jpeg
PREFACE

This volume contains the material from which Mr. Mead’s
Philosophy of the Present was to have been developed. No
part of it, except the last two Supplementary Essays, was
intended for publication in the form in which it now appears.
Chapters One to Four are the Carus Lectures as read at
the Meeting of the American Philosophical Association at
Berkeley in December, 1930. They had not been planned
as more than a partial statement of a more extensive project.
Unfortunately, Mr. Mead, in his capacity as chairman of
the department of philosophy at the University of Chicago,
was forced to surrender the time he had set aside for the
completion of the lectures to administrative concerns of an
unexpected and disturbing character. As a consequence the
lectures were written hurriedly, in large part on the journey
from Chicago to Berkeley; and he had no opportunity in
the weeks immediately following their delivery to begin the
" revisions he already had in mind. By the end of January
he was seriously ill and he died within a few weeks. As
here printed, the lectures are in substance precisely as they
were presented at Berkeley; but the whole has undergone
verbal revision, and the second lecture has been divided to
form Chapters Two and Three. All footnotes are additions
to the original manuscript.

After Mr. Mead’s death there were found among his
papers two additional manuscripts which are obviously pre-
liminary drafts of the Carus Lectures. In large part these
cover the same ground as the lectures themselves, but each
also contains additional material of importance. The first
three of the Supplementary Essays have been selected from
these manuscripts. In the second, two parallel versions of

vil





EPUB/image_0006_00.jpeg
Copyright 1932 by
OPEN COURT PUBLISHING COMPANY

_ RINTED IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
FOR THE PUBLISHERS BY R. R, DONNELLEY
& SONS CO., CRAWFORDSVILLE, INDIANA





EPUB/image_0001_00.jpeg





EPUB/image_0000_00.jpeg
THE PHILOSOPHY
OF THE PRESENT





EPUB/image_0003_00.jpeg
PUBLISHED ON THE FOUNDATION
ESTABLISHED IN MEMORY OF
PAUL CARUS
EDITOR OF THE OPEN COURT AND THE MONIST
1888-1919





EPUB/image_0002_00.jpeg





