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On confond lcs_terms angiens, dificrement éloigncs du bercesu-du-monde 3
& ﬁonlcnr fait grace de la ftupidit?, on n’y voit qu'ignorance & téne-
" bres.-- Mais 1'ignorance eft en nous, ‘qui les connaifons mil.
Lett. fur lorig. des Sciences: addrefsées
- e ~ a M. Voltaire par M. Bailly.

Les Orientaux avonent que les noms de Gog & de Magog, de Gin & de
Magin, de Tchin & de Matchin, foat fynonymes. Tchin elt fe mot orien-
tal doot nous avons fait le nom de la Chine.

Lett. fur ['"Atlantide de Platon. par M. Bailly,

Les langues bien ct;nnm, bien étudiées peuvent donc revélér I'origine des
peuples, leur parénté, lés pals qu'ils ont habités, Ia terme des conmaif-
fances ol ils font arvivés & le degré de maturité de leur efprit.

On peut regarder les peuplesde la Grece & de I'ltalie comme les defoendans

des Pheniciens & des Phrygiens : mais les peuples du Nord, qu) parlaient
PIRLANDOIS & le Runique, avaient donc unc origine commune avec les
. PHENICIENS.

Les peuples en voiageant n'oat point chang® de nom, nf d'ldées: Hs ont
impof¢ & des pais nouveaux des noms anciens, des noms farhiliers & chers.
Le peefent eft le fils du pafs2, il Iui reffemble ¢ e que nous lifons de ces

_ anciens tems cft Phifloire de nos fondstions en Amerique ol nous avons

. tranfporté la France, I'Angleterre & I'Efpagne.

Ul ne faut pas cntrei:rcndre de lever enti¢rement le voile 4’ 1’ ; ce
voile cft chargé du poids de tant de fiecles, il faut tant d’cflorts ponr en

" foulever une partic ; ¢cft bien affez d'appercevoir quelque chofe.
(Thid.).
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SECTION L

144

THE beginning of nations, (fays our prince of
poets, John Milton) thofe excepted of whom facred
books have fpoken, is to this day unkaown. Nor
only the beginning, but the deeds alfo of many fuc-
ceeding ages ; yea, periods of ages, either wholly
unknown, or obfcured and blemithed with fables.
‘That any law or fuperftition of the Druids forbad
the Britons to write their memorable deeds, I know
.not why any, out of Cafar, fhould alledge. He
indeed faith, that their dotrine they thought not
fawfd to commit to letters; but in moit matters
elfe, ‘both in private and publick, among which well
may hiftory be reckoned, they ufed the Greek
tongue. And that the Britith Druids, who taught
thofe in Gaul, would be ignorant of any language
known and ufed by their dilciples, or {o frequently
writing other things, and fo inquifitive into higheft,

Vov. IV. No. XIIL B would
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would for want of recording, be ever children in the
knowledge of times and ages, is not likely. What-
ever might be the reafon, this we find, that of Britifh
aﬂ'au's, from the firft peopling of the ifland, tb the
coming of Julius Czfar, nothing certain, exther by
tradition, hiftory, or antient fame, hath hitherto been
left us. That which we have of oldeft feeming, hath
by the greater part of judicious antiquaries, been
long reje&ted as a modern fable *.”

Scnpture, is certainly the only ftandard of all
antient hiftory, and the touchftone by which the
truth of it may be tried. Heathen writers, who,
unaffifted by this, attempt to fearch into antiquity,
_have no ftay whereon to reft. Herodotus on all oc-
cafions talks familiarly of a myriad of years before
his time. The Greeks, fpeaking of their own coun-
try and its inhabitants, thought it enough to fay
that they ever were Adrextons, or Aborogines, and the
antient Irifh denominated themfelves Atach-tuath 1.
In Egypt, the priefts were the pofleflors of learning,
and intrufted with the public records. Heredotus,
Plato and Diodorus went thither for information ;
when they talked of the duration of their monarchy,
the round number, the priefts generally affeGted to
fpeak in, was ten thoufand years ago. But they who
pretended to be more exalt, told Diodorus, that
from their firft king Ofiris to Alexander the great,
were precifely 23,000 years.

The Greeks ftill knew lefs : they were totally ig-
norant of the hiftory of the elder ages and remote

* Milton’s Hiftory of England.
1+ O Conor’s State of Heathen Irifh, No. XII.

countries ;
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countries ; therefore they made their invention fupply
the want of the knowledge of fats,

quicquid Greecia mendax
Audet in hiftoriis

Yet this is the foundation of hiftory imprefled on our
minds at {chool ; and with great difficulty can we
unfhackle ourfelves from our fchool education, when
we come to more mature age. It is not furprizing
that the Irith bards and hiftorians fhould follow the
examples of the Greeks, whofe fables are extolled to
the fkies by our tutors : and fo wanton have been our
own countrymen to miflead the world in our own
hiftory, that Jofeph of Exeter, afterwards archbithop
of Bourdeaux, famous in poetry and good learning,
under Henry II. and Richard 1. compofed a poem
under the name of Cornelius Nepos, where he makes
the Britons aid Hercules at the rape of Hefione, and
Apollo to aid them in the Trojan war.”” And indeed
this critick age, (fays Selden, fpeaking of the Welth
Brutus) can fcarce any longer endure any nation,
their firft fuppofed authors name, not Italus to the
Italian, not Hifpalus to the Spaniard, Scota to the
Scot, nor Romulus to his Rome, efpecially this of
Brutus *.”

And the very learned Gebelin exprefles himfelf
thus, ¢ on eft tojours etonné quand on voit des
favans auteurs s’egarer 3 ce point: il eft vrai que les
Grecs eux-mémes font de mauvais guides fur I’ori-

gin 1‘.” |

# Selden’s Notes on Drayton’s Polyalbion.

+ Hiftoria Civile du Calendrier. .
B 2 How
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How then are we to trace the origin of Weftern
nations? Are we to follow the fabulous Greeks,
Grzci profettd, levis, inconftans, mendax, fuper-
ftitiofa gens femper habiti; qui xargerapeddles, veritatem
novis fubinde figmentis ita immutarunt & pen¢
obliterarunt, ut &c. &c. * Or fhall we depend on du-
bious etymology, and adopt the fyftems of Bochart,
Heydegger, Berofus Annius Viterbenfis, &c. Can it
be proved that countries have always been named
from chiefs, princes and dukes, in preference to the
fitwation, features, or produce of the foil? No—the
contrary appears in ten thoufand inftances. What
then is to be our guide? The fureft, is the language,
laws, religion and cuftoms of the people, compared
with thofe of other nations; “le langue d’uine nation,”
fays Fourmont, ¢ eft tojours le plus reconmoiffable
de fes monumens; par elle on apprend fes ant-
quitez, on decouvre fon origine.”’

It is by this never failing touchftone, that our
great and mmpartial antiquary Lhwyd, takes upon
bhim to declare, that the antient Scots of Ireland, were
diftinct from the Britons of the fame kingdom ; and
that one may obferve in Cornwall, from the names
of places, that another people once poffeffed that
country; as one may from the names of places in
fome parts of Wales, gather, that the Irifb nation
once inhabited there, particularly in Brecknockfhire
and Caermarthenfhire .

By the fame guide, I judge that the antient hiftory
of Ireland, 1s grounded on fact, that they are the

* Delphi Phezaiciflantes. -
1 Letter to Mr. Rowland, Mona Antiq. p. 342, 337

immediate
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immediate defcendants of the Pelafgi, and of the
‘Tyrrheni, the defcendants of Atys or Atac, fon of
Cotys, fon of Meon, the firft king of Lydia and
Phrygia ; but whence the name of Atac? from
whom do the Irifh call themfelves Atach-tuath ? it
bears the fame meaning as Peni, and both Atac and
Peni in the Chald=zan language imply exiles, wan-
derers, Pheenicians.—Aiteac in Irifh alfo means a
giant, a ruftick perfon, agriculture, (whence Attica)
and likewife a firft born fon. Diodorus tells us from
Sanchon. that Ofiris left the care of tillage in Attica
to Triptolemus, which in the Irith means no more
than a tiller of the ground, i. e. Treabh-talamh ; and
Tarcon who headed the Pelafgi when driven by the
Helenifts from Mzonia, I apprehend was fo called
from {29 Tarcon, a Hebrew word, fignifying an
exile. See Plantavit’s Lexicon Synon. Heb, and
Chald.—In hke manner Diodorus, after he has given
a long detail of the genealogy of Ceres, fays it is
only an allegory or figurative narration, for that it
only alludes to the times, when bread corn and-thofe
fruits of the earth that are called by the fame name
with the goddefs, were imported into Athens. Now
this is the deity the Phoenicians worfhipped at Beth-
€ar, and is the Irith Ceara or Kara, of which here-
after.

S ECTION IL

. The Oriental writers that have mentioned the
Britannic iflands, are many. Rab. Ab. Chaija, in
his Sphera mundi. Abarbanel, not only calls Ire-
' B 3 land
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land Little Britain *, but fays, that the children of
Mefk and Tubal .inhabited both iflands: Melk was
a name they gave to the Etrufcans, and Tubal in-
habited Spain, from both which places the Irifh claim
colonies. Abarbanel is known to be well verfed in
antient Oriental hiftories ; he fays, that the chil-
dren of Mefk and Tubal went to dwell on the
the banks of the Euphrates, but foon removed from
thence, and came at length to the Great Weftern
Ifland;. From hence may be derived the name
Iber or Hiber, in like manner as the children of
Abraham, from paffing over the Euphrates, were
called Hebrews; and it is remarkable, that if the
Irifh Seannachies have impofed upon us, in the date
when their anceftors took the name of Hiber, they
have done it with great art and cunning, making it
correfpond with that of the Hebrews.

Aben Ezzra fays, (in Obadiah,) that when Jothua
took poflefion of Canaan, moft of the inhabitants
retired to Greece, Italy, Gaul, and to fome weftern
iflands. ]

Sedor Olem mentions an old cuftom prevailing
among(t the Jews of the fecond temple, of celebra-
ting a great feaft on the 1 5th and 16th days of Nifan,
for the expulfion of the Magogian Scythians from
Beth-fan, by Maccabeus; for, fays he, they were fo
very powerful, that neither Jofhua, David or Solomon,
could ever extirpate them, upon which, the Se¢ytho-
polians retired to Greece, and fome very far diftant
weftern countries, with whom they always kept up a

* Hence Ptolemy calls it Little Britain: Strabo, lib. i.

p- 110. Britith Ierna and his anticat Abridger, explins it by
the Britons inhabiting Ierra.

Ccor-
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correfpondence *. Joannes de Fordun, certainly
hints at this part of the Scythian hiftory, where he
fays, ‘¢ ex variis quippe veterum {criptis cronogra-
phorum intelligitur, quod gentes antiquiffima natio
Scotorum, a Greecis & Agyptiorum reliquis, cateris
mari rubro cum rege fubmerfis, primum czperat
exordium +.”’

Cumberland obferves, that he believes that Lucian
de dea Syria, points out Noah by the name of
Deucalion Scytha : that the name of Japhet is clearly
- difcernible in the Greek ‘1émre, and the Latin Ja-
petus, as Ham or Cham’s name is in Hammon or
Chemia the old name of Egypt, the land of Ham ;
and it falleth out well, fays he, that Paufanias in his
Corinthiaca informs us, that the Phliafians affirm,
that Arans among them was contemporary with
Prometheus the fon of Japetus, and three ages (or
one hundred years at leaft) elder than Pelafgus, the
fon of Arcas, or than ‘Avrextws at Athens. And
Paufaniaus moreover obferves, that the Philafians
had a very holy temple, in which there was o image,
either openly to be feen, or kept in fecret. So, the
learned Dr. Baugmarten, (after proving that He-
rodotus miftook every thing he had heard and faw
of the Scythians) adds, * all we know of the real
religion of the Scythians,. terminates in the worfhip
of the invifible deity : they admitted of no images,
but, like the Magi, only made ufe of fymbols : this
-is inconteftible from their punithing with death,
‘without refpe& of perfons, any one who was con-
vited of image worfhip. They certainly brought

" -® See Preface to No. XII,
+ Selden Jud. dex Script. Anglic.

three
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three new divipities from Afia, and neither wor-
fhipped them in images, nor dedicated to them
temples, groves, or any thing elfe. And all the ce-
remonies pertaining to the worlhip of thefe three
deities, may be comprehended in the word HAMAN,
fignifying no more than a confecration or religious
ufage *.”

All

* Baugmarten’s Remarks on the Englith Univ. Hilt. vol. ii.
p. 121. From this mann many of our great mountains receive their
name. Take an old Irifh.fable ftill in every one’s mouth of
Sliabh-na-Mann mountain. They fay it was firft inhabited by
foreigners, who came from very diftant countries; that they
were of both fexes, and taught the Irith the art of O Shiris, ar
Ouris, that is, the management of flax and hemp, of cattle, and
of tillage.—They all wore horns according to their dignity ; the
chief had five horns. The word Ouris, now means a meeting of
women and girls it one houfe or barn, to card a certain quantity
of wool, or to fpia a quantity of flax, and fometimes there are a
hundred together. Wherever there is an Ouris, the Mann
come iovifible and affit. When a Seiferac or ploughing, by

joint ftock of horfes, is going forward, the Mann then affifts

in fhape of invifible horfes ;—but (add the monks) if the Ourfs
is begua on a Saturday night after twelve o’clock, or purfued on
the Sabbath, the Mann moft afluredly will break the wheels,
and fpoil the crop. Compare this ftory with Cumberland’s
explanation of Sanconiatho, and we fhall find it to be his Meon
or Ofiris, who invented weaving and ploughing, and Ofiris in
the Chaldee was written 8iraa or Ciran, an oWl Irith name for
a plough. (8ecc Ben Uzziels Targum. ) and in Irifh Qis-aireac or
Oifarac is a chief ploughman ; and man in Heb. is a plough,
(Aratrum) and bharafb in Hebrew, is al{lo to plough, a word
not far diftant from our Ouris, but this word having no root in
the Irith, may be written'O-8hiris, the $ being eclipfed, forms
Ohiris ; or as-the vulgar prondunce it, Ouris. 'The Egyptisn
god Ofirs, fays Halleway, mcans, ¢ the Giver of good things,”
and is derived from the Hebrew Hathar, to be rich. Bifhop

- Cumberland
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All this perfeiily correfponds with the doftrine of
the Hibernian Druids ; the three Afiatick divinities,
I believe, were Dagh, Anu and Ceara, by which
they fignified certain conftellations that influenced
the Earth, and all was comprized in Mann, by which
I have always underftood they meant the invifible
God, the all healing and all faving power, whofe
prefence in theit Oracles, was named Logh, or the
fEtherial fpiritual fire. .

¢¢ Although you may truly fay with Ongcn,
before our Saviour’s time, Britain acknowledged
not one true Ged, yet it came as near to what they
‘fhould have done, or rathér- mearer, than moft’ of
others, either Greek or Roman, as by .notioms ia
‘Czfar, Strabo, Lucan and the like, difcourfing of
them, you may be fatisfied. For although Apolio,
Mars, Mercury, were worthipped among the vulgar
Gauls, yet it appears, that the' Druids invocation,
was to ONE ALL HEALING OR ALL SAVING powza.”
(Selden on Drayton’s Polyalbion.) ©

““ And. long before Ceelir's time, Abam, (about

the beginning of the Olympiads) an Hyperborean,

18 recorded for Belus’s Prieft (or Apolio), among
the utmoft Scythians, being further removed from
Hellenifm than ear Britif.”” (Malchus Vit. Pytha-
gore. Seldon on Draytoén.) - '
This Abiaris we have proved from good authority,
:was an Hibernian Druid. (See No, r2: Preface.)

Cumberland {¢ts thefe names in a very clear light, he fays,
¢ When the Egyptians defigned to honour Ofiris, under the
name of Meon,’they meant to fignify the perfon or deity that
gave them habitations, eftates, refuge, and all the benefits of a
colony : whence the Irith word co-mhanim,to dwell together.

The

A
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thaginians, tﬁey certiinly had a right to quarrel with
the Pelafgians for attempting a fettlement in them.
And we fhall hereafter find the inhabitants of Ire-

lIand applying to the Pelafgi to relieve them of the
Carthaglman yoke of flavery.

SECTION HI.

" The lovers of Irifh antiquity will not think this
account of the Pelafgi too prolix—the ancjent hif-
tory of this country, though blended with: the fables
of the Bards, correfponds with the meoft part of the
hiftory of the Pelafgi.

In the preface to my laft number, 1 fhewed the
miftake of Keating and the bards he had copied, in
making the Firbolg ahd Tuath Dadanann, colonies.
They were only the names of the different orders
of priefts, that arrived with the colonies. I take
the firft to be the more antient arder.

In a very antient MSS. of the Seabright colletion,
is the following paflage. Tangatar Fomharaigh
(Afrigh) go h Eirinn, agus do chuirfeat daor-cios
wirre. I. da trian Itha, bleachta, cloin¢, agus uinge
dhor on tfroin no ceann on chionn amac. Tanaig
Luch-lamhfada o Chrotun na cuan, 1. Eamein
ablach, a tir Tai;é_c, dfhirtacht. Eirinn, agus ma-
craith fidhe Tuatha Dadanann maile fris, agus do

“dhealbhdaois Tuath Dadanann clocaha agus crain

na talamhan a reachtaibh daoinedh, &c. &c. * that
. . ’ i"
* This MSS. has the name of Ed. Lhwyd, in the firlt page.

Liber Iid. Luidij ex dono R. CI. V. Hen. Aldridge. S.T.P.
- & Adis
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18, The African fea commanders, came to Ireland,
and impofed verv heavy taxes upon the inhabitants,
viz. two thirds of the produce of the land, of their
kine, and of their children (for flaves;, and more-
over one ounce of gold annually on every nofe or
head. But Leuco—longimanus (long handed) ar-
rived to the fupport of the Irith; * he came from
the harbour of Croton, or ZEmonia felix, in the
country of Tarcon; and with him came certain
youthful Sorcerers, called Tuatha Dadanann, who
had the power of metamorphafing ftones and trees
into fighting men, &c. &c. |

I fhall not take up my readers time in comparing
the fable of the latter part of this narration with
that of the antient Greeks, but proceed to the hifto-
rical part.

Etrufcorum Rex Tarcon, Gracus éx Mz=onia,
primo prafe&tus Tyrrheni tantum, mox ipfe rex
fattus; fratre Tyrrheni vel filius, civitates 12
ftruxit. nomen fuum Tarquiniis indidit. Crotonce
habitavit. (Dempfter, Gori, &c. de Etruria Re-
gali.) |

Lefos Czre viros, leGtos Crotona fuperbi
Tarcontis domus (Sil. Ital. 1.8.)

& JEdis Chrifti Decani. N. B. the contra&ion T;Tt%:, in the
Irifh, has been converted by Keating to Tairgire, and then it
reads, the land of promife, inftead of the country of Tarcon,—
this was an excellent hobby-horfe for him to amble on.
¢ Eirinn, in the original, it was called Eire, Eiris, and Eirina,
among other poetical names. And thisis the Iris of Diodorus
Sicul, which he fays was inhabited by Britons. (Lib. 5. page
309)—This is a frong confirmation of Ireland being known by
the name of Britannia and Eire, at the fame time. S
€cC
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See allo Strabo Amas, l. 5. p. 151. Zneas Gal-
letus. Hift. Univ. L. 4. Cato de originibus, &c.

The country about Croton was called Mzoni or
Zmonia: there was alfo the city of Eamonia, the
Vica M=oni and the planum Maeoni in Etruria : the
Iaft retains the name of la Pianura di Meana. Now
as there was Eamonia in the inland parts, and
Eamonia on the fea caft, in which ftood Croton,
our Irith hiftorian moft properly diftinguithes Cro-
ton, to be the maritime Croton or Mzonia ; Croton
na cuan. 1. e. of the harbours.

Dionyflius Hal. mentions the change of name
into Cothornia. Tempus, quo Pelafgorum res
cxzperunt deficere, incidit in alteram ferme ante
bellum Trojanum xtatem; duraverunt tamen etiam
pene ultra cjus belli tempora: donec contracti funt
in gentem minimam, nam prxter Crotonem, Um-
brie civitatem inclytam, & fi quod aliud aborigines
tenuerunt domicilium, interierunt reliqua Pelafgo-
rum opida. Croton verd, quum diu retinuiffet ve-
terem Rei-publice formam : haud multo ante nof-
tram xtatem, & civeis mutavit & nomen. Cothor-
nia vocitata & fata Romanorum Colonia. *

Herodotus fays, they fpoke a different language
from the Greeks—qua lingua Pelafgi fint ufi, pro
certo adfirmare non pofflum, fed ex conjeftura licet
dicere, ejus linguz fuiffe, cujus funt hodié i1 ex
Pelafgis, qui fupra Tyrrhenos Crotonem urbem in-
colunt, & olim finitimi erant iis, quos nunc Dores
vocant : tum videlicet, quum eam, quam nunc
Theflaliotin regionem adpellant, incolebant ; item

* The Crutheni of Ulfter were named Cetherni. (Colgan. )
cujus



P R EVF A C E xv

cujus funt ii quoque Pelafgi qui Placiam atque
Scylacen condiderunt apud Hellefpontum ; & Athe-

nienfium contubernales fuerunt. Ex his, inquam,
conje&ture facta, dicere licet, Pelafgos olim barbare

fuiffle loquutos; nam & Crotoniate fimul & Pla-
ciani lingua quidem diffident a fuis quique vicinis,
- at inter fe conveniunt, quo argumento fatis aften-
dunt, fe eam ipfam fermonis formam confervafle,
quam habebannt, quum in eas regiones migrarunt.
By the fame force of argument, I can prove the
Pelafgi were here ; for all the antient Etrufcan or
Pelafgian infcriptions, produced in Gori and Demp-

{tu, can be well explained in the Irith language, as
fhall be fhewn in another place ; but a ftronger evi-

dence of the arrival of this colony cannot be given,
than the name of ZAmonia or Eamania, that was
given to the capital and royal refidence in Ullfter,
Cruteni, to the country and people of Dalreida;
Crutenorum & Vetiorum regio in U-Lidia vel Ul-
tonia, (Colgan) Zmonia to Inch Colum Kill, on the
coaft of Scotland, and of ZAmonia, Eubonea and
Euboza to the Ifle of Man; and I believe the fa-
mous Eiremon or Heremon, from whom the Irith
claim defcent, fignifies an Zmonian chief; becaufe in
all the antient MSS. I find the name written Eiream-
hoin, feemingly compounded of Er, great, noble, a
chief; and Eamoin, of Eamonia or ZEmonia; I
think the name points out the origin of the Pelaf-
gian Irifh from Eamonia, or as they write the name
Eamania ; or can we go aftray in the name of thofe
Dodonian Priefts, that accompanied the colony,

when we recolle& that Thata in Etrufcan, and pathpy |

Thata in Pheenician, fignifies forcery, magic.
I cannot

{
h
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I cannot here pals over two words peculiar to
the Irifh in this weftern part of the globe, fignifying
a2fon or defcendant of the fame ftock, and to this
day prefixed to {urnames of Families. I mean MAC
and O, both of oriental origin. In the Irifh text,
‘at the beginning of this feCtion we have macraith,
4 e. youthful males. This word occurs in Genefis,
chap. xlix. ver. 5. the Englith verfion has it tranf-
lated haditations ; Simon and Levi are brethren, in-
firaments of cruelty are in their habitations. Mon-
tanus, dubious of the word, inferts the Hebrew in
the Latin text, in Italicks, thus, ¢ arma iniquitatis
eorym machara.”” Rabbi Meir who lived in the time
of the fecond temple, gives another turn to the
whole verfe. < By the blefling of Jacob upon
Stmon and Levi, the weapons of vengeance are their
oy (machirothim) children.”” ¢ That is,”
fays he, “ they love weapons as their children : and
hence,” adds he, “ wymak and =gy machir is a
fon, and the words are ufed by the inbabitants of the
fea coafts, and in the cities on thofe coafts.” * I fup-
pole the Rabbi meant Pheenicia. OBrien fays, the Irith
write O, or U A, %0 imply afon. The broad vowels
bemg nled promifcuoufly, and dipthorgs and trip-
thengs in Irifh, having the found of monofylables
only, they might write ou, ua, or oua, but O is un-
doubtedly moft proper. O implies the Son in ex-
eellence ; Mac, a defcendart, according te OBrien ;
I believe he is right, for macar, in Chaldee is
fpondere. The learned Abbe Renaudot, fays, that
the Egyptian name OSiris, is formed of Chiri or
Chiris, that is the SUN, and O, (filius,) Son, there-

fore
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fore OCHIRIS or OSIRIS, is le fis de foleil par ex-
cellence, the fon of the Sun. And here occurs ano-
ther old Irith word Chris and Chreafan, i. e. holy,
facred. Crifean, i. e. Sagart, (Vet. Glofs.) 1. e.
Crifean is the fame as Sagart, a Prieft. I take this
name to have been given to the Druid in his holy
office of facrificing to the fun; it has alfo a great
affinity to Kregfbno, the name of a Hindoo deity.
(See Halhead’s grammar of the Bengal Language,
page 20.) And according to Gori, Cerus in the
Etrufcan Language, fignifies facred : Did we ever
hear of a Mac-Morgan or an OGriffith? Was O, or
Mac, a common name with the Gauls or Welfh
Britons? How came the Erfe and Irifh by thefe
oriental appellations? or by the Egyptian Ifis the
moon, in Irith Eas, and Eafconn the full moon.

S ECTTI O N IV.

The next colony recorded in the Irifh hiftory, are
faid to be the Cruiti, or Cruitni or Peadi. ¢ As
a bhfhlathamhnas Eiremoin tangadur Cruitnith no
Peadh, ﬂuagh do thriall on Tracia go Eirinn,”—

i. e. in the reign of Eremon, the Cruitior Cruitni or,
Peati, migrated from Thrace to Ireland,—to which
Keating adds, ¢ according to the Pfalter of Cafhel,
written by Cormac, the reafon of this migration,
was, that Polycornus the tyrant and king of Thrace,
refolved to feize upon the only daughter of Gud, a
chief of the Peacti. Herodotus places the Patyz and
Crithott in Thracia Cherfoneflus. Thrace, Samos
and Crete, had been peopled by Phcenicians, Pelaf-
gians and Etrufcans ; Polycrates the tyrant, (pre-
Vor.IV. No. XIII. C bably
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bably miftaken by Cermac for Polycornus) drove
the Samarians to Crete, and purfued them from
thence to different places, and at length fays Eufe-
bius, they retired to Italy.

The Gteeks were chiefly indebted to the Thra-
cians for the polite arts that flourithed among them.
Orpheus, Linus, Mufaeus, Thamyris and Eumolpus,
all Thracians, were the firlt, as Euftathius informs
us, who charmed the mhabitants of Greece with
their eloqewence and melody, and perfuaded them to
exchange their fiercenels for a fociable life and
peaceful manners ; nay, great part of Greece was
antiently peopled by Thracians. Tereus, a Thracian,
governed at Daulis in Phocis ; from thence a body
of Thracians pafled over to Eubeea, and poffeffed
themfelves of that Ifland. Of the fame nation were
the Aones, Tembices, and Hyanthians, who made
themfelves mafters of Baotia ; in fine, great part of
Attica itfelf, was inhabited by Thracians. But tho’
the Greeks knew they were fo chiefly indebted to
them both for the peopling and polithing of their
country, they have with the utmoft ingratitude
and injuftice, ftyled them Barbarians. gedaser 2
word that otiginally only implied foreigners, from the
Phznician <xq bar, and Irith bara, wandering, of

another nation, dehors. *
Thefe

" ® There are many places in Ireland apparently named by ths
Thracian Colony, after others m antient Thrace, fuch are,

Thrace, Ireland.
Antrium, Antrim, the Capital of the Pea&ti.
Geloni, Gailean.
Lygos, Leighis.

Athyras,
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Thefe Peali or Pa&tye, are not the Pi&i or woad
painted Britons, (the Welth) defcribed by Cefar.
They are diftinguithed by the Scots by the name of
Pea&ti, a word that founds exally the fame as
Patttyee. The Thracians were remarkable for
branding their foreheads and arms, but never paint-
ed their bodies. Tracam,in Irith, is to brand with
a hot iron, and probably was the origin of the name,
and not from Thiras, as Bochart after Jofephus ima-
gines ; and perhaps Thirax, mentioned Gen. x.
2. to be the youngeft fon of Japhet, was fo called
from inftituting the cuftom of branding.—

—Membraque qui ferro gaudet pinxifie, Gelonus.
Says Claudian.
And,
Inde Caledonio velata Britannia monftro
Ferro pi&ta genas ;

The cuftom of fealing or branding was very anti-
ent. God from the beginning, gave his people

Athyras, Riv. Athir.

Ufcadsmna, Uifcedama, (OB. diionary).
ZEla Ely, Eili.

Machlena, Riv. Machlin.

C=znica, Canic. ,
Samaica, Samac, about Lough Erne.
Zerva, Scarva.

Lyfimachia, ' Lifmac, Lifmnc.

Ganos, Canis,

Syracella, : Saorcill, Sarkel.

And 2 bundred others, may be drawn from the fame fountain
head,—and in other parts, the names of many places of antient
Etruria are to be found.

Cz2 typical
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typical things and aions, which he called figns;
and fome facraments which appear to have been
termed Jeals and fignets. St. Paul calls the circum-
cifion of Abraham, a fea/ of righteoufnefs, (Rom.
iv. 11.) In the fame epiftle he exhorts,— Grieve
not the holy fpirit of God, whereby ye are {ealed
unto the day of redemption.” Ifai. xlix. 16.
‘¢ Behold I have graven thee upon the palms of my
hands.” Exod. xiii. 9. ¢ And it fhall be for a_fign
unto thee upon thine hand, and for a memorial be-
tween thine eyes.”” But, befides thefe public or
ecclefiaftical feals, each man (or nation) had his pri-
vate feal for a counterpart, or correfpondent Hiero-
glyphic to the faid public ones; to teftify for him,
in all his public arts, whofe fervant and {piritual
child he was. This, among-ether facred ufages and
rites, the firlt apoftates to heathenifm carried off
with them, perverting and abufing the fame, to the
laft degree of infatuation. For, they had not only
their figns which were qydruale 5 @y 91, images and
emblems of their Gods, in their feals, drinking
cups, military ftandards, and many other things;
but, they themfelves were ordinarily confecrated to
their Gods, by burning or branding fome name,

mark, emblem (wapdrauer fignature) or number of
their faid Gods, in their own flefh, on their hands,

necks, foreheads, and other parts. Thus Ptolemy
Philopater, was furnamed rdane; 32 = @dAre wovi
xariiydas, bDecaufe he was ftigmatized in his body
with ivy leaves, the emblematical mark of Bacchus :
The votaries of the Sun were marked with the m;i
mer
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meral letters XII. for the number 608, which was
the Sun’s number. *

Whence alfo, the beaft in the Revelation, is faid
to caufe all, both fmall and great, rich and poor,
free and bond, to receive a mark in their hand, and
in their forechead. So idolaters in general, marked
themfelves in their fkin and fleth for the devils vo-
taries. To oppofe this abomination, God forbad
his people to print any marks in their flefh, (Lev.
ix. 27). So in Revelations xiv. 10. *¢ If any
man worfhip the beaft and his image, and receive
his mark in his forehead or in his hand, the fame
fhall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, and
fhall be tormented with fire and brimftone.”

Herodotus and Strabo, having noticed that the
Thracians followed this cuftom to excefs, I have
ventured my opinion, that they might have been {o
called from tracam, to brand, a word in the antient
language, fiill preferved in the Irith; at the fame time
I acknowledge, that the Hebrew words trak 9p,
impellere violenter, taruk,exu/, tarcon expellere,dakis
expulfio, pina & ph.nah, expellere, ghalal expellere,
tuathath, expulfus ; Athak & mnathak (in the Chal-
dee,) extirpare, expellere, fcem more rationally to
be the origins of the names given by the Hebrews
to the Tracians, Turks, Dacii, Pzni or Pheeni, Phee-
nicians, Galli & Gallati; and probably to our
Tuath-Dodonians, and our Attach-tuath and Attac-
cotti ; for it'is evident from holy writ, that all thefe
nations or people, foon after the flood, had drawn
the wrath of God upon them, and were told, that

* Halloway's Originals, Phyfical and Theological.
the
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they were to be 3 wandering and an expelled peo-
ple : So were the Sacz, whom I mentioned in my
laft No. to be the fame as Scythee.----Sacas enim vel
Scythas quod idem eft.  (Strabo, Bochart, &c.)

This calls to mind a paffage in Epiphanius, in his
Epift. ad Acac. & Paul, “ from the agc of Therah
downward, Phaleg and Ragau, removed towards the
clime of Europe, to part of Scythia, and were joined
to thofe nations from which the Thracians came.’
Bochart, endeavours to canfute this paffage of Epi-
phanius ; I think he has failed. But certainly this
_gave roam to Grotius, Salmafius, and Stillingfleet,

to {uppofe that Peleg was the father of the Scythians,
who were the firft that. peopled Greece, under the
name of Pelafgoi, and fuch a wandering people
~might have been fa called with great propriety, as
I fhall hereafter fhew, hoth from the oriental and
the Irith languages.

Stillingfleet canfirms his opinion, he thinks, by
etymology ; I go on the fame yncertain ground.
He fhews the aflinity between the Hebrew and an-
tient Greek, from the various diale@s and pronun-
ciations of the latter, which in the Doric comes
neareft to the eaftern tongues; and from the re-
mainder of thofe tongues, efpecially where the
Pelafgians have been, which Bochart thought of
Phoenician, but our Auther will rather have of He- -
brew extraction, I have purfued the fame path, in
all my publications on the Irith language, antiqui-
ties, &c- And {o great an affinity has the old Irith
with the Hebrew, that my friend and correfpondent,
J. J- Heideck, Profeﬁbr of Onental languages,

will
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will not be perfuaded, but that 2 Jewith colony once
fettled in Ireland.

‘The Scythians were certainly the defcendants of
Magag, not of Phaleg. They mixed with the
Phcenicians of Beth-Sam, Tyre and Sidon. They
conquered Aflyria, and when they loft that crown,
fome remained in Csmlo-Syra, where they were
again joined by the Phznicians. They pafled with
them, from thence to Crete: And it has been the
opinion of many learned men, that the Phanicians
were originally from Crete. Fortunatus Scaccbus,
a very learned man, in his Arcapum, S. S. Myro-
thec. chap. 17. Corethos & Pheletheos non Ifraelitas,
fed alienigenas fuiffe—Pheenices Cretenfium co-
lonos, eo nomine fignificari alii arbitrantur, cujus
fententix eft Auenor in eadem radice pyms. Phz-
nices ab Creta originem traxifle, Cretenfiumve
coloniam Pheeniciam extitiffe, dicunt aliqut fobode-
rari pofle, ex Phanico porto, quem infule Crete
adfcripfiffe ferunt Prtolem=um in ora auftrali.

Facit etiam ad hoc probandum illud Sophen. 2Veh.
qui habitas funiewlum maris genr perditorum, i. e.
O'N0 M) ghui or ghoi Cerethim, i. e. gens Cerex
thim.~——Again in Ezech. ch. 25. Ecce ego exten-
dam manum meam fuper Paleftinos, & interficiam
interfetores, & perdam reliquias maritime regionis;
the Hebrew text reads thus, BEcce ego extendam
manum meam fuper Philifthiim, & fuccidere faciam
Cerethos. And in this place Aquila, Theodotius
and Symacchus, have retained the word Cerethem
Kydeu, but fome Greek copies have Keires, Cretas.

'This probably led Tacitus inta the miftake of de-
riving the Fews from Crete. Judees Creta infula

profugos,
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profugos, novifima Libya infediffe memorant.
(L. 5. Hift.)

The Hebrew ") ghoi, fignifies a detefted people.
Homo gentilis. Sic Jud=i quem vis vocant, qui
non eft de populo Ifrael, maximé tamen Chriftianis
hoc nomen dedere. Nam Turcas appellant Iifmeelim,
five Ifmaelitas. Etiam unum hominemm nominant
ghei contra verum linguz ufum, & naturam voca-
buli ;; (Buxtorf Lex. Chald.) In like manner, the
Irifh call the Saxons Guith-ban; the white detefted
people ; and Guith-ban, became at length the name
of England : (Shaw’s Irifh Di&.) but their own
people and fellow countrymen, the Scots of Britain,
they named Eilbonnac, from Eile a tribe, bonn good,
and aice race ; and thus I believe Eilban foon became
the name of England, inftead of Guidhban, whence
Albania. This I am induced to think the origin of
the word, becaufe I obferve in-the Irith MSS. the
Scots feated in Britain are named Albanac, and in
truth, it is the name the Highlanders or Erfe diftin,
guifh themfelves by at this day ; whereas by Eiris,
or Eirinn, and Eirinnach, they mean the ownérs of
the foil. v

Bithop Cumberland . derives the word Palaftinus,
from @9p pelas or plas, which he obferves from
Caftle’s Heptaglot. fignifies to befmear with duft
and athes : and therefore the proper origin of Peleus
at the mouth of the Nile; but he allows, that in the
Samaritan or Ethiopic, the fame word &%p imports
peregrinatio, migratio de loco in locum. So likewife
Pleas, Phlcas or Fleas, in the antient Pelafgian-Irifh,
fignifies to wander, to which add ghoi, a people or
pation, it forms Pelafgoi, the wandering people ; the

very
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very idea by which the Greeks have expreffed that
people, quafi Pelafgoi, cranes, wanderers. The Irith
ftill retain the word in phleafgac or fleafgach, a
wanderer, ftroller, having no fettled home, and with
the modern Irifh, it implies a piper, fidler, or harper,
ftrolling from town to town, or from houfe to houfe.

It is of no great importance, if this be the proper
etymology of the Pelalfgi or not ; certain it is, that
the Irith do preferve the remembrance of Plafg or
Pelaigus, in their genealogies. In the Reim-rioghhre,
or royal calendars, inthe fuppofed colony of the Tuath-
Dadananns, they make Pleft or Paleft, the fifth ge-
neration from Noah, and Pelafg or Plafg, the fif-
teenth ; and five generations from him, they place
Breas, who, it is faid led the colony to Ireland.

As I think it is evident, that Pheenician, Pelafgian
and Etrufcan colonies, did fettle in Britannia magna
and Britannia parva, or England and Ireland, I am
naturally led to feek the etymology of the name
Britannia, in the Irith language. Setting afide Geoffry’s
idle ftory of the Trojan Brutus, we will fhew what
others have faid of this name. And firft, that great
etymological luminary, Bochart ; he derives it from
the Phcenician barat ager, and anak ftannum, i. e.
the field of tin ; brof in the Irifh, means the borders
of a country, from whence by tranfpofition of letters,
the French border, and Englith border. 1 think
Bochart was mifled by Strabo and Ptolemy, who
write it Beflranxa (Brettanica) which is certainly an
adjettive, and is defeive in fenfe without riess (an
ifland) joined to it.

Secondly, Camden, he is certainly right in the
termination ren« (tania) which in Hebrew, Syriac,

Infh,

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































